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and unto the 1 of ebe Church in Ser di, write, | 
| Theſe things ſaith He that bath the ſeven Spirits 
of God and the ſeven flars, I know th y works, 


_ that thou 55 a name that - thou liveft, and art ; 
_ Sc. ; 


= 


HIS FOR reſpects private Chriſtians, for- it is 
brought againſt the church as well as the mini- 
ſter : and in treating of this part of the ſubject, I ſhall* 
ſet it before you in a two-fold point of view. Firſt, as 
ſtrictly and abſolutely true with reſpe& to ſome ; and s 
ſecondly, as only comparatively true with reſpedt to o- 
thers. | 
Firſt, It may be conſidered as ſtrictly and abſolutely 
true with reſpeC to ſome, that they have a name to live 
and are dead. This natively leads us to conſider the 
 _ dreadful nature of the fin of hypocriſy, and the awful 
condition of hypocrites : for none but ſach can poſhbly 
have a name to live among men, and yet be abſolutely 
dead in the fight of God. Now, that I may, if poſſi- 
ble, meet with every one in ſuch a condition, I would 
obſerve, that there are three ſorts of hypocrites. 5 
1. Such as may properly be called /egal hypocrites, 
whoſe name to live, and whoſe hopes, are wholly built 


on the works of the law z who reckon a great deal on 
No. 27. a 
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their negative goodneſs, and are ready to ſay with the 
Phariſee, Luke xvili. 11. God I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or 
even as this Publican. To this may be added, what 


may very properly, in one ſenſe, be called pofitive 


| goodneſs; ſuch as being ſtrictly honeſt and juſt in all 


their dealings with men; who would not, for any con- 


ſideration, wrong any one to the value of a pin, are 
_ compaſſionate and merciful to the poor, and on all pro- 
per occaſions give liberally to their relief, according to 


their ability; lay out themſelves to be uſeful among 


men, and to their utmoſt promote peace and harmony in 
ſocieties and neighbourhoods ; and to all this may be ad- 
_ ded, being ſtrict in the practice of religious duties of e- 
very kind, public, private and ſecret; and yet, with all 


this negative and poſitive goodneſs, there may be no- 
thing but the form of godlineſs without any thing of its 


life and power; for if perſons truſt to this, and look to 


be faved by it, either in whole or in part, they, in ſo 


far, put it in the room of Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, 
who in no caſe will ſhare his glory with creatures, but 
will have all ſaved in the way that ſtains the pride of all 


lory. The apoſtle Paul tells us this was his caſe be- 
: | 4c his mind was ſavingly enlightened : he was one of 
the legal hypocrites of whom I am now ſpeaking. 1 
dar alive, ſays he, Rom. vii. 9. without the lau once; 


alive, that is, in his own opinion, and in the opinion of 


others, without the lau; that is, before he knew the 


law in its ſpiritual meaning and extent: but when the 
commandment came, fin revived, and I died. Then the 


hopes he had founded on the law, concerning the righte- 
- ouſneſs of which, he tells us elſewhere, he was blame- 


leſs in his own conceit, Phil. iii. 6. were rooted up, and 
he ſaw that, though he had a name to live, he was not- 
withſtanding dead. In like manner, all who build on 
the ſame rotten foundation, whatever their attainments 
may be, either in moral or religious life, let them come 


to ever ſuch a ſeeming degree of perfection, if they reſt 


there, and go no further; yea, if they go not beyond 


and out of them all to Chriſt, and reſt on his righteoul- 
neſs alone for juſtification before God, they are no 
more living Chriſtians in his fight, than a well drawn 
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REV. iii. 1. 3 
picture is a living man. They appear to be what they 


really are not; they have a name to live among men, 
but they are dead, as being deſtitute of the ſpiritual 
life, deſtitute of a new nature, without which our Lord 
has aſſured us none can enter into the kingdom of God, 
Yale hw MT * 


2. There are ſome who are groſs, deſigning, and pre- 
ſumptuous hypocrites; who put on the cloak of religion, 
and wear it, that they may be thought well of by men; 


who know they are not what they pretend to be, as being 


conſcious to themſelves that they have no ends and mo- 


tives in view, but what are carnal, worldly and ſelfiſn; 


got admittance into the church, and ſeeing how light 
the Chriſtians of thoſe days ſet by this world, and how 
radily they. fold and parted with their eſtates for the 
relief of their brethren, would fain have got a name to 


themſelves, for the ſame contempt of the world, and 
love to the ſaints, while the covetous love of the World 


reigned in their hearts, and they could not but be con- 


ſcious to themſelves, that they were lying to God and 
his church in the profeſſion which they made, as was 


made evident in an awful manner. ee ae 
It is truly ſurpriſing to think, what pains. fome have 


A been at to put on and wear the maſk of religion by an 


2 outward profeſſion ; to perfonate the walk and. conver- 


= ſation of Chriſtians, that they might be accounted: ſuch: 5 
and ſome have gone dreadful lengths in acting their part 
ſo artfully, that they have deceived even the moſt dif. 


cerning Chriſſians and miniſters : and yet, at the ſame 
time, they have been and covld not but be conſcious ta 
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ſuch a one was Judas in our Lord's own family. Have 
not I choſen you twelve, and one of you 1s a devil? 
John vi. 70. Such a one was Simon the magician, of 
whom we read, Acts viii. who put on a profeſſion of re- 
ligion, and followed the apoſiles, from worldly motives, 
hoping to obtain the ſame power which he ſaw they 
were endowed with, of conyeying the Holy Ghoſt 
> through the laying on of their hands, that he might 
turn this gift into worldly gain, as is evident from his 
offering the apoſtles money that he might obtain it. 
Such alſo were Ananias and Saphira, Acts v. who had © 
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themſelves, (as their after - practice has declared), that 
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they were acting a deceitful and hypocritical part; and 


that, at the ſame time they were pretending to the great- 


eſt meaſures of ſanctity and ſtrictneſs before men, their 


hearts were giving the lie to it all: while they were in- 


dulging the love of fin, and ſaying, I. hall have peace, 


though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, Deut. 


xxix. 19. Some particular inſtances of this kind there 


| have been, that would fill every mind with aſtoniſhment 


to relate them. And though, for the moſt part, ſuch 


have been detected, by their being left to make awful 


diſcoveries of the naughtineſs and rottenneſs of their 


hearts, and thereby have been made monuments of the 
_ Divine diſpleaſure, and ſet up as beacons to others; yet 
1 queſtion not, but ſome ſuch have worn the maſk all 


their life, and their hypocriſy has never been diſcovered 
in this world, and will not be made evident but in the 


next. This I take to be the meaning of that awſul word 


of our Lord's, Luke xiti. 30. And behold there are laſt 
which ſhall be firſt, and there are firſt that ſhall be laſt. 


>” 


Before I leave this, and go any further, may we not 


ſtop here, and wonder at the degree of atheiſm, helliſh 
wickedneſs, and heaven-daring preſumption, which ſuch 


perſons have arrived at, as thus to put on a character, 
and act a part in it, quite contrary to the natural bent 


and diſpoſition of their hearts, which the profeſſion of 
religion puts a force upon, a diſpoſition that ſtrongly 


inclines them to the ways of the world lying in wicked- 


neſs, all which they cannot but be conſcious of, if they 


ever allow conſcience to ſpeak, and hearken to what it 


ſays. And at the ſame time, they cannot but know, 


that however they thus deceive. men, who are bound by 


the law of love to think the beſt of perſons, that the 


_ preſent appearance they make can ſuggeſt to them, yet 
they cannot, I ſay, but know that the maſk will certain- 
ly be taken off, if not in this world, yet in the other, to 


their eternal ſhame and confuſion. But Oh! what a 


myſtery of wickedneſs is there in the heart of man by 


nature! Surely it is an eternal truth, it is deceitful a- 


| bove all things, and deſperately wicked; none can 
know it, but God, whoſe underſtanding in infinite, Jer. 
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3. There are cloſe, painted hypocrites, who may not 


only deceive others, who can ſee no farther than out- 


ward appearance, and are bound to judge of them ac- 
cordingly ; but they may even go ſo far as to deceive 


themſelves. - This is a delicate. point, and had need to 


be tenderly handled ; for 1 it is attended with a three-fold 


difficulty. 


(1.) In many 1 the real graces of true Chriſtians, 


and the counterfeit ones in refined hypocrites, ſo nearly 
reſemble one another, that it requires no {mall meaſure 
of the wiſdom that cometh from above to diftingutſh 
rightly between them, and to 1 out precilely where 
* =o difference lies. 


(2.) When we would aim at dealing faithfully 3 in this ; 
neitter] that fo we may cut off all excuſes from the moſt 


refined hypoctites, that they may not have it to ſay, the 
danger of our caſe was never fully diſplayed to us, the 
| deceits and refuges of lies to which we truſted were ne- 
ver fully laid open to us, otherwiſe we might have eſ- 
caped — Now, I ſay, it is difficult to cut off all ex. 
cules of this kind; and yet not grieve and wound the 
heart of any of God's 2. children; for many 


ofrthem 
are ſo borne down in their ſpirits with unbelief, the re- 


mains of indwelling fin, and the temptations of Satan, 
that they are ready to apply every tbing that is ſpoken 
to the caſe now under 
to conclude that they are nothing but hypocrites : and 
the enemy frequently drives temptations of this kind 
with ſuch helliſh violence in upon their minds, that if 


conſideration to themſelves, and 


he cannot bereave them of their grace, which, bleſſed 


be God, is beyond the power of hell, he does all he 


can to bereave them of their comfort and joy, and 
makes them many times to walk with bowed down 
backs and wounded ſpirits; ſo that, between theſe two, 


to deal faithfully with the one, and not to grieve the o- 
5 ther, lies no ſmall difficulty. 


(3.) Another difficulty lies in this, the ſubj ect itſelf ; 


is copious, and would bear to be largely 1 5 which 
the brevity we are confined to in diſcourſes of this kind, 


will not admit of, and to draw out a ſubject to any con- 
fiderable length, has ſometimes a tendency to make per- 


tons tired of it; _and by this means. the things pon, 
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however weighty in themſelves, are not duly attended 
to. Whoever conſiders theſe three difficulties, will ſee, 
that they do not want their own weight. May the 
Lord direct to what may be proper, pertinent, and uſe- 
ful on this ſubject. I but juſt now obſerved, that the 
kind of hypocriſy of which I am now treating, is of ſo 
refined a nature, that perſons may not only deceive 
others, but even themſelves; that is, though they 


| have a name to live among men, they may, notwithſtan- 


ding, be dead before God, and yet not know it; yes, 
they may have a kind of perſuaſion that it is otherwiſe ; 
and Oh what a dreadful thing it is to be deceived in a 
matter of eternal moment and conſequence ! to be de- 
_ ceived with reſpeC to the real ſtate of one's foul! Ve- 
_ rily, they who are deceived in this, are deceived in- 


deed. Several things concur to lead perſons into this | 


deceit, and to make them a more refined kind of hypo- 
1. A religious and fober education, in which perſons 
have had precept and example concurring to lead them 
| Into at leaſt an outward profeſſion of religion, by a punc- 
tual attendance on all the ordinances of worſhip, and an 
obſervation of the more ſecret duties of religion, which 
can hardly be done without abſtaining from the more 
_ grols pollutions of the world, and being morally ſober. 
It is impoſſible for perſons to go thus far, without being 
commended and well thought of by religious perſons, 
who are always willing to think and hope the beſt in ſuch 
caſes z and this meeting with the natural pride of the 


heart, hes a tendency to make them think the beſt of «| | 


themſelves too; and thus they are inſenſibly led into the 
having a name to live, while they are dead, and have 
never experienced any real gracious change on their 
| hearts. AS be 5 | | Es 5 
2. To this may be added, a great deal of light and 
knowledge as to the doctrines of the goſpel and the on- 
iy way ot ſal vation through Chriſt, of which they may 
have a rational kind of belief, to which they have been 
led by no higher principle than that of education and the 
prejudices which that leaves on the mind. Such a 
knowledge is commendable in itſelf; but where the 
wind is not under the influence of grace, it has a ten- 
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| dency to puff up and make one vain, as it draws forth 
| commendations and praiſes from others, of the dan 
| of which few are ſufficiently aware, and fewer ſtill guard 

againſt it: for knowledge, however extenſive it may be, 
1s not grace. Many a knowing, yea many an orthodox 2 
| head has been joined to a graceleſs heart, Rom. ii. 19. 
3. Such perſons may allo be poſſeſſed of conſiderable = 
gifts for the edification of others: may be able to talk 
of the things of God greatly to edification. They may 
have ſurprizing memories, fo as to retain, and be able to 
repeat, what they read and hear, may have the gift of 
prayer te a wonderful degree, and many other excellent 
qualifications, which may contribute to procure them a 
name to live among men, and to make them think them- 
| ſelves alive, whilſt yet they are dead. The apoſtle fup- 
17 poſes, Cor. xiii. 1. that perſons may have gifts to ſuch a 
degree as to ſpeak as it were with the tongues of men 
and angels, to be able to prophecy, to n all my- 
ſteries, and yet have no grace, but de utter 5 to 
the power of religion. "RN 
4. Over and above all this, fonetbing may paſs on 
. the minds of fuch perſons, through the common o 
tions of the Spirit of God, nearly reſembling his foecial 
and ſaving work on the minds of his people, while they 
are only enlightened profeſſors ; ſuch ſtrong and piercing 
convictions for fin, as we are fure Cain, Pharaoh, Saul, 
Judas and Feſtus had ; a wonderful moving of affections 
in reading and the word in ſecret prayer, and o- 
_ ther religious duties, as the ſtony ground hearers, who 
received the word with joy; on this may follow a great 
outward reformation, and forſaking of fins which for- 
merly were delighted in, and a cleaving to duties of e- 
very kind, moral and religious, as Herod when he heard 
John, he heard bim gladly, and did many things; yea 
there may be ſomething reſembling the ſeveral graces of 
the Spirit found in hypocrites and mere formaliſts. Have 
the children of God faith ? ſo may they have a tempor- 
ary kind of faith. We read of ſome who -/fayed them- 
ſelves on the God of 1ſract, but it was not in truth and 
righteouſneſs, Ia. xlviii. 2. Simon the magician, Acts 
vill. it is faid beheved alſo ; but it was not to the ſavin 
of the ſoul, as the event fully proved, Do true Gf 
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tians repent? ſo may hypocrites; Ahab repented and 


. humbled himſelf, Judas alſo repented ; but it was not a 
true and gracious ſorrow in any of them, but only a ſla- 
viſh fear of the puniſhment of fin, in an awakened con- 

ſcience. Have true Chriſtians hope? ſo may the hypo- 


crite, but it js only for a moment, aud /h periſh, Job 


viii. 13. Again, they may feel ſomething like the ſtrug- 


gles between the new and old man in the believers ; but 


% © » 


it is only either one luſt ſtriving againſt another, as ſome- 


times luſts are contrary one to another, or, as one well 


obſer ves, it is only the fleſh luſting in one part of the 
fleſh, and fearing in another, as was the caſe with Balaam. 
He had ſtrong defires after the wages of unrighteouſnels, 
but bis light and knowledge told him the danger of taking 
them; and many have ſtruggles of the ſame kind, who yet 


remain utter ſtrangers to à work of grace on the heart. 


* 


. 


. 
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and forſook not the ordinances of tbeir God; th 


Further, they may have good defires, as Eſau, whoearnelt- 
1y ſought the bleſſing with tears. Balaam too could ſay, 
Ter me die the death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be 

- like his, Num. xxiii. 10. And Simon the magician, when 
the danger of his unconverted ſtate was faithfully told 
him, defired the apoſtles prayers for him, AQs vui. 24. 


yea, they may ſtrive againſt fin, and ſeem very mortiſi- 


ed, as many among the Papiſts do in an ignorant ſelf-righ- 
teous way. Thus, Ahab humbled himſelf, rent his clothes, 


faſted, lay in fackcloth, and went ſoftly, 1 Kings xxi. 27. 
What thall I ſay further? They may take a great de- 


light in ordinances, attend punctually an them, and ſeem 


greatly affected while they do ſo. Thus it was with 
thoſe ſpoken of, Iſa. lviii. 2. They ſeeł me daily, and de- 
tight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteouſneſs, 


7 aſk of 
me the ordinances of juſtice, and they tate delight in ap- 


proaching to God, Wc. What a beautiful-like appearance 
- does all this make ? But, alas! it was all hypocrily, as 


the context makes evident. I might enlarge on this ſub- 
ject; but theſe things may ſuffice to prove this affecting 


truth. 


And now, if any are ready to ſay, Why, if hypo- 
crites can go all theſe lengths, how is true religion to be 


diſcerned? and how may we know the difference? In an- 


ſwer to this, I would ſay, there are three things to which 
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the moſt refined hypocrite never attains, and where 
theſe three things are to be found, there molt certainly 
is the grace of God in reality and truth. 5 
I. They never give up with all fin, nor bate it as fin. - 

Some, yea many fins, they may ſeem to forſake, while 
convictions continue; as Herod, When he heard John, 
Heard him gladly, and did many things : but, with all 
this he could not be brought to part with his Herodias. 
And thus it is with hypocrites, even the moſt refined of 
them ; they always retain, ſome idol-or other, that they 
cannot bear ſhould be cut off, ſome * eye, that they 
cannot or rather will not pluck out. And allow me to 


ſay, brethren, if it was poſlible for one to part with all 


fins, except one, that one would gi ve Satan as real a hold 
of his heart, as if he had parted with none. But the 
true Chriſtian is made to ſee ſo much of the lothſome 


and filthy nature of ſin, as well as to behold its dreadful. |} 
conſequences, that he bates and gives up with all ſin, and is 
fo far from deſiring any may be ſpared, that he dreads, 


leit it ſhould be ſo, through the deceitfulneſs of fin, and 
his own heart. And the 5 that can appeal to God, 


the Searcher of hearts, and ſay unto him, with the Pfal- | 


- miſt, Pfal. cxix. 128. /e/teem ail thy precepts concerning 
all things to be right, and I hate every falſe way, has at- 
tained to ſomething in which he has got beyond the moſt 
— 8 | 
- never love- jo be ſearched to the bottom 3 3 
pf 4 are 3 of it, and ſeek to avoid it:; . they 
love fair_ generals beſt, and always avoid any thing that 
books like being too particular. But the true, the ho- 
veſt-hearted Chriſtian is willing to be. ſearched tborough- 
ly. yea is afraid leſt any fin ſhould lurk in his heart with- 
out being oblerved ; and therefore, as ſuſpecting him- 
ſeli of paritality in tEis matter, he brings his heart to God, 
who knows it beſt, and puts the work. in his hand, ſay- 
ing with the Plalmiſt, CXXXIX. 23, 24. Searob me, 06 od, 
and know my heart ; try me, and fee if ere be any wick 
ed way in me, Oc. 

3. They vever wholly renounce. ſelf in the matter of 
juftiß cation, and reſt wholly upon the merits of Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs for complete falvation. Some may 

indeed ſeem to do it in opinion, but in practice there is 
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always ſomething of their own, which they cleave to 
end reft upon, if not wholly, yet in part, as they who 


are mentioned in the forecited Iſa. lviii. 3. Wherefore 
have we fafled, ſay they, and thou ſeeſt not ? Ge. 1 faſt 
twice a-week, I pay tubes of all I poſſeſs, ſaid the Phari- 


| Tee, Luke xviii. 12. But the true Chriſtian, in the matter 


of juſtification, dares not mix any thing of his own with 
the perfect righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
he deſires, with the apoſtle, to be found in him, not hav- 


ing his own righteouſneſs, Ge. Phil. iii. 9. 


By theſe three things, we may krow the difference 
between true Chriſtians and the moſt refined hypocrites z - 
and if we have truly experienced theſe things, we may 


be aſſured we are true and honeſt-hearted Chriſtians, I 


come now, 


: Secondly, To confider this charge as comparatively | 


true with reſpect to others, namely true believers, who 


may have had, and perhaps have ſtill a name to live, Y 
that is, may be accounted lively and flouriſhing Chriſ- 
tians by others, and yet their ſouls may be in a ve- 


Ty languiſhing condition before God. And O the need 
we all have to conſider and hiten to this with becoming 
mee ooo neon; 
That the words of the text are to be taken in this re- 
ſtricted ſenſe, is, 1 think, evident from the advice or ex- 


| hos tation given in the text, Be warchful, and ſtrengiben 
the things which remain, and are ready to die. In treat- 


ing them, therefore, in this view, I ſhall, through divine 


aſſiſtance, iſt, Show when it may be ſaid that a true 
Chriſtian has a name to hve and yet in a ſenſe is dead; 


| 2dly, Shall point out ſome of the cauſes of this evil. 


Iſt, When may it be ſaid that a true Chriſtian has a 
name to live, and yet may, in the ſenſe of the text, be 


dead. 


I anſwer, 1. When he has left his firſt love, and has 


not that reliſh and favour of divine things he once had. 


It is uſual, when perſons are firſt ſavingly dealt with, and 


wade to experience what the Scripture calls the kind- 
neſs of youth and the love of eſpouſals, that then their 
hearts are lively and ſpiritual, and they have warm im- 


preſſions of the love of God in Chriſt, which render 
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che duties of worſhip ſweet, and engaging in them eaſy 
and pleaſant : then love to him is ſtrong, and love to e- 
very thing that is his too, as his name, his word. his day, 


his ordinances, and his people. It is impoſſible perſons 
can have this love and not ſhow it; the holy profeſſion, 


in its own nature, makes this neceſſary; and, in fo far as 
it is ſhe wn in a way becoming the goſpel, it muſt pro- 


cure them a name to live. But this name to live is more 


eaſily maintained than one's firſt love is ; for the avoiding. 
things that are openly and notoriouſly ſcandalous, and a 
ſtrict attendance on the ordinances and duties of wor- 


ſhip, will maintain the one; but nothing can maintain. 
the other, but the immediate communications of the Spi- 


rit and grace of Chriſt, in a way of holy fellowſhip with 
God in him. But Oh what a fad falling off is frequent - 
ly to be found here with many of God's children! e- 
ſpecially if any conſiderable meaſure of worldly proſpe- 
rity and eaſe happens to be in their lot. It is natural 
for the carnal unrenewed part of the mind to ſink into 
things of time and ſenſe, and in ſo far as an inordinate 
love to them prevails, the love of God and things ſpi- 
ritual muſt in proportion fink and grow weaker ; by 
which means Chriſtians fall from and leave their firſt love. 
The earneſtneſs of their deſires towards God and the re- 


membrance of his name, their zeal for his glory and ho- 
nour and the intereſts of his kingdom ; their fervent- 
breathings aſter communion and fellowſhip with him in 


the duties and ordinances of worſhip ; their love to his 
word, his day and people: all theſe may abate and cool 
to a degree that ſhould rather be imagined than ſpoken. 
The edge of their ſpiritual deſires may be blunted ; the 
tender ſpiritual frame of mind, with which they once- 
engaged in duties of worſhip, may, in a great meaſure, 
wear off; that careful watch which they formerly 


kept up againſt vanity and carnality of mind, may be 
let down in a great m eaſure; and though they may keep 


up the form of religion ſo as to maintain the name to 


live among men, yet they may in a great meaſure be 


dead before God, dead in compariſon of what they 


once were, when they firſt engaged in the ways of 
God and religion There are inſtances in Scripture of 


faints leaving their fiſt love, which ſhould be remembered 
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with fear, and trembling by us all. Would one have 
thought that ſuch a man as Noah, a preacher of righ- 
teouſneſs, for ſuch a number of years, to a wicked and 


ungodly. world, who was a juſt man and perfect in his 


generation, and walked with God, Gen. vi. 9: and whom 
the Lord ſaid he had ſeen righteous before him in his 


generation, Gen. vii. 1. and whom the Lord had ſo won 
derfully and mercifully preſerved when he drowned the 


world 91 the ungodly by the food: would one have 


thought, I fay, that ſuch a one, after all this, would have 


fallen as he id Joſeph was tender, holy and circumſpect 


in his younger years, and when in adverſity ; but when 
he was ſurrounded with the temptations of a court, and 
was raiſed to a fulneſs of riches. and power, he left his 


firſt love, ſo far as to learn to ſwear the court-oath. What 


a a difference was there between David's firſt and his laſt 
days! fometimes one would hardly think it was the ſame 
man. Theſe, and other inſtances that might be named, 
are ſulkcient to fill us all with holy fear, and to make- 
us remember that great truth, we f by faith, and: 


therefore we ſhould not be high minded, and that while. 
ver think we ſtand to take heed leſt we fall, fall from our 


firſt love, and thereby, though we may have a name to- 


live, yet may in the ſenſe before declared be dead. Then 


may we be brought to moura in the language of ob, 
chap. xxix. 2. Ch that I were at in months paſt, at in the 
days when God preſerved me, when his candle ſhined up- 


on my head, aud when by bis light I walked through 


* as 1 was.in the 4 of my. youth, when the ſe- 
cre: of God was upon my tabernacle. _ 


2. When he is more anxious and careful in maintaining 
the credit of his profeſſion before men, than in maintaining. 


communion and fellowthip with God in the more ſecret 
duties of religion. I grant indeed this ean never be 


ſtrictly and abſolutely true in the fulleſt meaning of 
theſe words, that any child of God can be more anxious 


and concerned about the one than the other; on the 
contrary, this is the certain mark of a hypocrite : but 
in a time of temptation and ſpiritual declenſion. from the 


danger of which none are abſolutely exempted, even- 


true Chriſtians may feel this diſpoſition working in them. 
There may be a going ihe round of _ public, pri- 
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vate, and ſecret, a blameleſs mewn „by abſtain- 
from ſuch things as may ſully their profellion, and 
bring reproach on the good ways of God; there may 
be a good meaſure too of the — of gifts for the 
cediſication of others, while yet grace may be on the de- 
line. And as theſe things may have a tendency to 
maintain and ſtrengthen the credit of one's profeſſion 
before men, Chriſtians may for ſome time be under the 


temptatĩon of being more careful about this, than about 


maintaining communion with God in ſeeret ; and this may | 
be occaſioned by their giving way to things that have 
provoked God to bide his face from them in the more 


mal, liſtleſs way of performin ſuch duties, while there 
may be ſeeming livelineſs in way of performing te- 
Igious duties before men, perhaps through the mere force 
of a natural gift, or a ſpiritual one ufed in a format 
way. But to be ſure, where this is the cafe, they are 
not before God what they appear to be before men, 
though they may have a name for being lively and ſpi- 
ritual Chriſtians, by the account of them that can ſee 
no farther than e appearance, and muſt therefore 
judge accordingly; yet they are not fo defore God, | 
| but comparatively ſpeaking dead. 

3. When the inward temper and frame of his ks; 
and the tenor of his walk and converſation, are not as 
| It becomes the goſpel of Chritt, and the holy profeſſion 
of his name. That one may be a true Chrittian with 
reſpect to his ſtate before God, and be juſtly accounted 
ſo by men, and yet the inward frame of his mind be ſuch | 
as is in a great meaſure, unbecoming that character, none 

can doubt who know the word of God, ind are tho- 
roughly acquainted with their own hearts. He may 
give way to pride, anger, malice and a revengeful ſpirit 
2 a time; may fret and repine inwardly at the provi- 
dence of God, and ſome particular diſpenſations thereof: 
he may indulge a carnal frame of mind, and think with 
ſome pleaſure on the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the 
eye, and the pride of life. All this may be done, and 
yet nothing ſcandalous appearing de fore men- but it 
cannot be done without bringing on iviritu-] deadneſs 
on the mind, and unfitting it foz communion with God 


2 duties of worſhip, by which they contract a dead, for---—ꝛm 
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in holy duties. Vea matters may even go farther ; true 
Chriſtians may be ſuffered to fall into things in point of 


practice, that, if they are not inconſiſtent with the being 


and truth of grace, are utterly inconſiſtent with the live- 


ly exerciſe of it, and thereby they may darken their pro- 


feſſion, and fully the luftre of it, to ſuch a degree, that 


they may at leaſt be no ornaments to it. Yes, what 
ſhall I ſay further? may not my heart tremble to ſay, 


and yours to hear, that they may be left to go ſo far, as 


to become open ſcandals to the goſpel, and oblige the 


children of God, with whom they have formerly been in 
church- fellowſhip to withdraw from them, and to ſepa- 
rate them from the holy communion of the ſaints ? And 
though a true Chriſtian can never fall totally and finally 
from grace as to the habit or reality of it, in the heart, 
yet he may fall from the exerciſe of it, ſo that he may 
boſe, as to his own apprehenſion, his aſſurance of the love 
of God, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, peace of conſcience and 
the hope of heaven. And there may be allo {ad and 


woful intermiſſions as to the acts or exerciſes of the 


graces which are efſential to Chriſtianity, viz. faith, re- 


|  pentance and love. He may be left to go fo far, that 
his grace may 

By all which God may be provoked: to hide bis face 

from him, and leave him to fink in a cloud, and go out 

like the ſnuff of a candle ; and in many awful inſtances, 


he may take vengeance on his inventions, though he 


ſhews mercy to his foul as to its eternal well-being. 
Thus far even Chriſtians may have a name to live 
and yet be partially dead: and I have been thus parti- 


cular with a twofold view, (I.) That none may give 


way to unbelief and deſpair, by drawing harſh conclu- 


fions againſt themſelves, as if they were none of the 


children of God, becaufe perhaps they may have fallen 


in the way and manner I have been now deſcribing. Let 
ſuch remember and hear the Lord ſpeaking to them in 


fach words as theſe : Pſal. Ixxxix. 30.—35. Jer. iii. 11, 
12, 13, 14, 20, 21, 22. Hoſ, xiv. x, 2, 3, 4. (2.) That none 
may preſume, but that all may be afraid and keep at the 
utmoſt diſtance from every thing that ſo much as borders. 


on the evils 1 have been deſcribing in the foregoing par- 
ticulars. Wo to them who dare fearleſsly venture on 


neither be vifible to himſelf nor to others. 
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fuck things, becauſe they hear perſons may be guilty of 
them, and yet r This is ſo far from 2 
mark of a child of God, that it is one of the ſaddeſt marks 
of preſumption, yea of reprobation, that I know. Would 
any wiſe man leap over a precipice, becauſe he ſaw ano- 
ther do it before him, and did not loſe bis life, but only 
broke ſome bones; ſurely no. The application is eaſy. 
O let us ſtand in awe, and be afraid of having a name to 


hve, and yer being dead, either i in one NETS * | 


| Secondly, 1 would point out ſome che of A 
1. It is owing to much outward proſperity and to an 
a bundance of the means of grace. In times of public 
perſecution and famine of the word of God, Chriſtians 
have ſomething to exerciſe their graces and keep them 
lively, and generally ſpeaking they are lively. But in 
a time of much outward tranquillity and plenty of the 
means of grace, they are ready to grow ſecure, formal 
and dead, to ſettle on their lees, and to reſt too much 
on a name to live. While David was bunted like a par- 
tride on the mountains, and baniſhed from the fanQuary, 
how lively were his affections! how fervent his deſires! 
how ardent was his love to God and things ſpiritual !. 
But when he was in the midſt of worldly profperity and 
greatneſs, his heart turned carnal and dead, the conſe - 
_ quences of which are too well known to be mentioned 
2. It is frequently to covetouſneſs and the love 
of this world. Alas, my brethten, we live in an age and 
time in which it is a hard matter to convince perfons 
that this is a fin, or at leaſt that they are guilty of it. 
That which would have been, and certainly was account. 
= edna ſcandalous fin in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, now 
ſets up its head, even in the churches of Chrift, with- 
out being aſhamed, as if it had got a paſſport, and might 
fafely go' Frag without being ed whence it came, or 
whither it was going; yea the very mentioning of it is 
ready ſometimes to put perſons out of temper, to put 
them in a paſſion, which i is a certain ſign that there is 
a ſore there that cannot bear to+ be touched. And 
thave are ſo many fine names that it goes by, and 
ſpecious-like diſguiſes that it lurks under, that it finds a 
way, ſome how or other, to evade the force of conviction. 
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But he who ſays in the text, I know thy works, feey 
through all theſe diſguides, and ſooner or later will blow 


them away with the breath of his mouth, and make the 


ſhame nl. nakedneſs of it appear to all. And though 


perſons. may now induſtriouſſy hide it, and may find it 


no difficult thing to indulge i it, and yet maintain a name 
to live, yet certainly, in ſo far as it is * it n 
| ipiritog] deadneſs on the foul. 
3 It is. 
foritadl gi 
any me 


to live; but unleſs there be a balance laid on the natu- 
ral pride of the mind, and perſons are enabled by grace 


to exerciſe: every gift God has beſtowed on them, in a 


humble ſelf- denied manner, as pride and ſelf-conceit pre- 


vail, ſpiritual deadneis will allo, in equal proportion, take 
: place i in the foul. Oh what need we have to remember. 


that great word, 2 Cor. x. 17, 18. He that glorieth les 
bin glory in the Lord ; for not be that commendeth him- 
ſelf is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. 


4. It is owing to perſons allowing their hensts to be- 
come carnal and ſenſual in the enjoyment of the lawful 
5 comforts of life. Even the beſt — God's children are. 


in danger here. Hence our Lord cautioned his diſci- 
ples, Luke xxi. 34. Tate heed to yourſelves left at any. 
time your beart be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunk-" 
enneſs, &c. How neceflary to watch over ourſelves in 
this particular, and to beware of ſo much as bordering 


on excels of any kind; for it is a ſtealing and bewitching 
thing, that inſenfibly increaſes in its demands; and if 
once given way to, perſons know not where they may 
ſtop. O the need we have to be ſpiritual in the uſe of 
all the lawful comforts of life, and to remember that- 


weighty word, 1 Cor. x. 3. Whether, therefore, ye eat 
or drink, or whatfoever ye 40, do all to the 8/ory of God.. 
Ine not remembering this, and going to exce 


on {piritual deadneis. which Red's never been altogether 
recovered 1 in this world. 


to the carnal an ſelfiſh way of ung ; 
ts, Where theſe are beitowed on perſons in. 
ure more than common, it is hard for them to 
be in the exerciſe of them, and at the ſame time to keep 
down pride. Such gifts, and the free exerciſe of them, 
have a natural tendency to procure and mcreale a name 


in theſe. 
| things, has clouded many a bright profeſſion, and brought- 


L aſtly, It is owing to perſons being ſeldom employed 


27 


in the more inward and ſecret duties of religion, ſuch as 
holy meditation, ſelf examination, faſting and ſecret 
- prayer. Some perſons, in the heat of I don't know 
what kind of zeal, may exclaim againſt the diligent per- 
for mance of ſuch kind of duties, as ſavouring of a Pha. 
riſaicial, ſelf righteous ſpirit q but whatever they may 
pretend, we may venture to affirm, on the juſteſt grounds, 

that a defect in theſe duties is at che — of all the 
ſpiritual deadnels to be found be life of re- 
. igion 1s an inward thing; much of it * between God 
and the ſcul, in ſecret; and if perſons either neglect, or 
caxeleſsly perform, the 'more-inward: and ſecret duties of 
religion, by which communion and fellow{hip between 


God and the ſoul is maintained ; how is it poſſible ſuenf 


3 can be lively? If God, of his infinite mercy, would 
raciouſſy pour down his Spirit from on high on us, as a 


irit of faith, repentance, grace and ſupplication, that 


4 would ſoon make a ſweet and bleſſed c in aur ſpi- 
ritual ſtate and condition; and this change would ſoon 
diſcover itſelf in the conſcientious and diligent practier 


of that part p which hes between (God and the 
ſoul i In ſecret. mr D © N 12 


5 Uſe 1 1. of s | 
1. Hence we may ſee what a wide difference there is 
'betweem: the judgment of God, and the judgment of 
men, both with reſpe& to perſons and things. The one 
is frequently falſe and partial, and at beſt is founded on 
probability and out ward appearance; but the other is 
according to truth, and founded on infallible knowledge, 
1 Sam. xvi. 7. Sometimes even charity itſelf requires, 
that we ſhould judge otherwiſe of perſons, than accor- 
ding to what is their real ſtate before God, becaule the 
entering into and judging the hearts of men, is a part of 
the prerogative-royal of God, which he will ſuffer no 
perſon whatever to. invade ; and therefore we ought to 
keep at the utmoſt diſtance from every thing that ſo 
much as borders on it, keeping within the bounds which 
the law of love has ſet us.—But the ule which we 

ought to make of this truth with reſpect to ourſelves, is 

ta look narrowly into, and to judge our own hearts ana 


d 


repreſentations that are made by the Spirit of God in 

his word to ſinners are of this nature, 
with a deſign to undeceive them, by opening their eyes 

to ſee what is the real ſtate of their ſouls before God, 

und at the ſame time he ſets, before them the remedy, 

and tells them how they may be delivered from ever, 
evil and miſery they labour under. And here lies the 
main and chief difference between the way in which the 


dan 
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_ - ways 5 for that we are not only allowed to do, but it is 
our expreſs duty; and the not doing it, argues a finful 
. partiality and carelefineſs, which is frequently reproved 


in Scripture, 1 Cor. xi. 28, 31, 32. And the more we 
are thus employed, the leſs we will be taken with a 
name to live among inen, and being well thought of by 
them ; and the more we will be defirous of 'approving 


- _ ourſelves unto God in all things, that we may in truth 
and 


reality be ſuch as we profeſs to be: for it is not he 
that commendeth himſelf, or whom men commend, that 


is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth, 2 Cor. 
2. Hence we may ſee what a mercy it is for perſons 
to have a true and real repreſentation of their caſe laid 


before them, without any diſguiſe ; eſpecially when it is 
for their good, and to deliver them from any 
e of miſery they are labouring under. All the 


they are made 


Holy Spirit of God deals with the ſouls of men, and 


that which the liar and murderer takes. The devil 
does all he can to deceive ſinners 


by blind-folding them 
and keeping them in the dark, that they may not ſee the 
ger they are in, telling them all is well, and all ſhall 
be well with them in the iſſue, they ſhall not ſurely die. 
But when the finner's eyes begin to be opened, and he 


can do that no longer, if then he ſpeaks truths, it is al- 
ways with an evil and wicked defign; even that he may 
thereby complete the ruin of the Þ 
_ deſpair, and telling them. there is no hope for any in their 
. caſe. But the Holy Spirit of God takes a courſe direct- 
1y, contrary to this in every reſpect; he deals truly with 
all, by ſetting before them a fair ſtate of their caſe, ma- 


king 1t neither better nor worſe than it really is, and that 
with a view to humble them, and make them ſenſible of 
the evil and danger of it; and then he diſcovers the re- 


ul, by driving it to 
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medy. that they may lee for refuge to lay hold on che 
hope ſet before them, that fin may not be their ruin, but 
that they may be delivered from it, and from the wrath 
which 1s to come. Hence it follows 5 in the text, after 
the charge or accuſation, ver. 2, 3. Be watchful, and 
E the things which remain, that are ready to die, 
By noticing carefully what I have juſt now ſuggeſted | 
on this point, we may eaſily know what comes from the | 
Spirit of God, and what comes from the evil one, in the | 


diſcoveries that are given of our hearts and ways. - || 
When the Spirit of God diſcovers our danger, it hum- | 


bles to the duſt, fills the foul with holy ſhame and bluſh- | 
ing, and makes us cleave to the remedy, which he never 
Fails to diſcover at the ſame time that he diſcovers the 
_ diſeaſe : for that which comes from God, never fails to 
lead to him in a way of duty, and makes the foul cleave 
40 him by faith and love. But when the devil ſets be- 
fore us the very ſame thing, vis. our fin and danger, | 
though he may in this caſe ipeak.truth and draw a true 
picture, though a horrid one, of ourſelves, 
fore us, yet it is always with this — to lead us to 
deſpair, and to make us draw that dreadful concluſion, 
that there is no hope or help for us in God. And 0 
how ready are we to 4 to him in this, though it 
flies in the face of Scripture and the experienee of the 
ſaints. It behoves us, tberefore, to know and beware 
of his devices, that we may neither be e out of 
our life, our joy, or our peace. 
. Hence we may ſee, that in a time of . de- 
lt in the * of Chriſt, few, very few, either 
miniſters or private Chriſtians, altogether eſcape the 


and ſet it be- 


contagion : but, on the contrary, the moſt part are rea- 


dy to be carried down the fiream. In this chorch of 


_ Sardis, we find, not only the angel or miviſter,- but the | 


greateſt part of the church itſelf, charged with having 2 
name to live and yet being dead, and there were but a 
| few names among them that had not defiled their gar- 
ments. My brethren, this is a point that equally con- 
cerns, and therefore ſhould affect us all. When things 
are evidently wrong in the churches, and ſeem to tend 
to utter ruin, it is an n ealy matter for perſans to throw 
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the blame off themſelves, and lay it on others: yea, fre- 


quently none are more ready to do this, than they who 
are deepeſt in the provocation; and ſometimes none are 

more loudly. exclaimed; againſt, or have. a greater ſhare 
of the blame. laid at their door, than the few names who 
not defiled | their, (garments, Art thou be, faid A- 
ab to Elijah, who troubleth Iſrael: ? 1 Kings xvii. 17. 

Jeremiah was a man of ſtrife and contention to his peo- 


ple, and was looked upon by the Jews as ſeeking their 


hurt, and deſtruction. The plain reaſon of this 1s, be- 
cauſe the lives and converſations. of ſuch are a practical 
reproof, and a ſtanding teſtimony againſt backſliders and 
apoſtates, and therefore they endeavour to blacken and 


miſrepreſent tbem as much as poſſible. However, tbe 5 
improvement esch of us ſhould make of this point is, 


to turn inward, to ſearch and try our own ways, and then 
to lay our. hands on our hearts, and to fay, what have I 
done? None will be more ready to do fo than they who 


are woſt holy, and tender, and circumſpect: and none 
ſtand fairer to he approven of God in the end, than the 

wb are thus employed; bo are mourning in ſeeret on 
account of their, own. 72 and the fins of others; and 


| dre ſfanding in the gap, to prevent the Lord's anger from 


breaking in like a flogd. - Bleſſed are ſuch mourners; 
for they ſhall be comforted. 


4. Hence we may ſee. what an anfol ood melancholy 


thing it is for perſons to take up with a name to live 
while they are dead, abſolutely and altogether dead, 


| dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; who have a form of godli- 


neſs, but deny 2nd are ſtrangers to the pawer of it; 3 who 


profeſs to. 1 the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, but in that 
_ profeſſion are only deceiving themſelves and others. It + 


was no doubt a cutting word which our Lord ſpake to 


the traitor that betrayed him, Friend, wherefore art 


thou come 2 betrayeſt thou the Son of man with a hiſs 2 
And O how dreadful will it be to ſuch as have followed 
das in profeſſing to be the friends of Chrift, and have 


u 
— accounted ſo by men, when the Lord comes to lay 


their real character open before men and angels, if they 


have not been left to make it manifeſt themſelves, before. 
they went out of the world, as Judas dich? 
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The improvement which all honeſt-hearted Chriſtians 
will make of this, will be to make them more'earneftly 
Tolicitous to ſearc hand try their own hearts, that they 
may ſee more into the deep deceitfulneſs thereof, and leſt 
they ſhould be deceived, (which of all other things they 

dread moſt), they will be looking earneſtly to God him- | 
felf, and putting the work in his hand, laying, as in Pal.” 1 
cxxxix. 23, 24. Search me, O God, Kc. ' 
F. Hence we may ſee, that it is not ſimply being i in, | 
a gracious ſtate will preſerve 2 from partial apo- | 

ſtacy, and ſpiritual deadneſs in an hour of Too tation." | 
Times may paſs over churches, even the pureſt of them, 
in which even real Chriſtians, wiſe virgins, as well as 

_ fooliſh, may fall aſleep, Matth. xxv. 8. And as it is not 


fimply being in a gracious ſtate will preſerve perſons 


from this evil, ſo neither is it the exerciſe of gifts, or 
the maintaining a profeſſion of religion before men: 4 
ſome may have a high name in this refpe&, and 
their ſouls may be in a languiſhing condition be bie 

God. Nothing can preſerve perſons from the evils I 
now ſpeak of, but the immediate and continued commu- 
nications of the ſpirit and grace of the Lord Jeſus: and 
we have no ground to expect ſuch communications but 
in the way of holy fcllowſhip with God in him, which 
never fails to be accompanied with a zealous regard to 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, and a holy tender walk. 
Theſe things God has joined together, and they who 


are for ſeparating them, either in opinion or practice, to 


make way for an indulgence to luſts of any kind, ſpiri- 


tual deadneſs is creeping in upon them, rottenheſs i is en- 


tering into their bones. And the uſe we thould all make 

of this, you may ſee in that word, 1 Cor. x. 12. There- 
fore, let him that thinkeths he Aandeth, take beed left be 
fall. | 

Lafly, Hence we may ſee what reaſon the beſt of 

God's children have to WW, heed to themſelves, and to 


beware of every thing that ſo much as borders on lea- | 


ving or falling from their firſt love, or has' a tendency | 
to make them leſs tender and circumſpect in their walk 
and converſation. The not adverting duly to this, has 
brought on ſpiritual deadneſs on many a real Chriſtian, 
from which they. have never fully recovered in this 


22 REMARRKS ON 


world; but have gone halting to their graves. This 
truth ſtands confirmed, not only by many inſtances left 
on record in the holy Scripture, but alſo in the experienc 
and obſervation of many in every age. O the need that 
all have to watch over their ſpirits and their ways, and, 
walking in all holy converſation and godliveſs, to paſs ; 
the time of their ſojourning in fear. Verily, it is im- 
poſſible the ſpiritual life can be maintained with any 
comfortable meaſure of ſtrength and vigour without it. 
They who think otherwiſe, and. frame their conduct ac - 
cordingly, do but deceive themſelves, and are certainly 
in the ſnare of the devil. I conclude this uſe of infor- 
mation with that Seripture, Jude ver: 20, 21. Bat ye, 
beloved, building 2 yourſelves on your moſt holy faitb, 
praying in the Hol Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love of 


Gad, looking for t _—_ of o our Lord Jefus _ * 
| eternal 41. 


A ſecond ale may be by way of Kae 
And here, my brethren, may we not, by looking a- 
round us, and taking a juſt ſurvey of d either with 
reſpect to the ſtate of matters in the churches of Chriſt 
in general, or among ourſelves in particular; may we 
not, I ſay, adopt and take up that lamentation of the 
prophet, Jer. ix. 1. Oh that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I'might weep day and 
night for the ſlain of the daughter of my people. "And 
Lam. iv. 1. 7. How ts the gold become dim how ts be 
moſt fine gold changed Her Nazarues were purer than 
ſnow, they were whiter than milk, &c. their v. ſage ix 
blacker than a coal. May we not ſay, Wo ts on us, our” 
leanneſe, our leanneſs, it riſeth up and tefltifieth'to our fa- 
ces, what our {piritual ſtate and condition is. When we 
look abroad to the ſtate of the churches of Chriſt in ge- 
neral, or among ourſelves, Oh what woful departures 
from the truth and holineſs of the goſpel, preſent them- 
ſelves to us, to ſuch a degree, that they muſt either be 
blind, or they muſt wink very hard, who do not ſee, and 
are not fully convinced of them. The enemy has, 
for ſeveral years, been breaking in like a flood, and ſeems 
to be aiming at ſapping the very foundations of Chrifti- 
anity; and, alas, while he is thus ſowing tares, are not 
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the moſt part aſleep ? or at leaſt very few jealous for 
the Lord God of hoſts, and contending earneſtiy for the 
faith once committed to the ſaiats? Jude, v. 3. And 


has not the conſequence of this been a general looſeneſs 
and untenderneſs of walk among proſeſſing Chriſtians, to 
ſuch a degree, that we axe hardly to be known from the 
world lying in wickedneſs ? May not our hearts, there- 
fore, meditate terror, when we \biok what the end of 
theſe things ſhall be ? leſt the Lord ſhould be provoked 
to ſay concerning us, as of his people of old, 8 9. 
Shall not I viſit for theſe 4 farth the Lord? and 
Shall not my ſoul be auenged on ſuch a nation as this? 
And when we came nearer home, and view the ftate 
ol matters in our own hearts, Oh what ground of humili. 
ation and mourning have we? We have a name to live, 
it is true, and I truſt there are more than a few names 
among us who are really alive and lively; but alas! is 
there not much ſpiritual deadneſs and barreanela at the 
ſame time? Are there not many of whom it may be tru- 
ly faid they have left their firſt love; the zeal, the life, 
the tenderneſs of their yauth is in a great meaſure gone. 
Alas, has not the pale and wan colour of death, come up 
into the faces of many who once. appeared lively and- 
ſpiritual ? And how can it be otherwiſe, if perſons have 
their hearts ſinking into and racked with the cares and 
love of this world? or are indulging luſts and ſenſual. 
gratifications of any kind in a fintul way? or are con- 
forming themſelves to the world in its vain and vile cu- 
ſtoms? Can grace grow and thrive in ſuch. perſons ? Is 
it poſſible that ſuch can be lively and ſpiritual, and/can 
8 fellowſhip and communion with God in holy 


duties? Surely no. Theſe things are for a — 
and ſhall be for a lamentation. N | 


Eo Je 3 3. Of Exhortation. . 
From what has been ſaid, Let us all be 1 to 
ſearch and try our ways, that we may ſee whether or 
not, or how far the charge and accuſation in the text be- 
longs unto us; and who among us can ſay it does not? 
_ Surely there are rare and happy fouls, who are excep- 
tions in this caſe. But, as I apprehend, it belongs in 
one reſpect or another to by far the greateſt part, even 
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of them who have a name to live among us, then it be- 


comes us to take with it, and turn to the Lord from whom 


we have deeply revolted; and if we would do this to 


purpoſe, and in a right manner, it muſt be done, 


1, In a believing way and manner. As faith is the 
mean of life at firſt, ſo it is the mean of quickening and 


- reviving in all the its of after deadneſs. Let us there- 


fore bring our dead cold hearts to the quickening pro- 


miſes of the new covenant, and fay unto the holy and 
quickening Spirit, as Pal. cxix- 25. Your ſouls cleave un- 
to the duſt, quicken us, according to thy word. Various 


are the promiſes which are made in the word to the pre- 
ſent caſe. Ezek. xxxvii. 1,15. is full to tuis purpoſe, 


fo is alſo Hol. xiv. 6, 79. Let us firmly believe and 
plead theſe, and ſuch like promiſes, with particular ap- 


plication to ourſelves, and ſay with the church, Jer, iii. | 


22. Behold we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our 
God, and Hol. ii. 7. I will go and return to my firft bu- 
5 ſoand, for then it was better with me than now, 


2. With deep contrition and bitter repentance, This 


follows the other of courſe, and will be a certain proof 
of the truth and genuineneſs of our faith. They are. 


both joined together, Joel ii. 12, 13. Shouts. olſo 
now, ſaith the Lord, * ye unto me, &c. with faſting 


and with weeping, and with mourning, and rent your” 


hearts and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord - 


your God, &c. 


3. With firm reſolutions, in the ſtrength of divine 


| grace, to reform whatever we have ſeen and been con- 
vinced was wrong in our practice and walk, and with 
| holy endeavours after new obedience. Surely it ic meet 

to be ſaid unto God, I will not offend any more; that 


which I ſee not, reach thou me ; 5 if I have done iniquity 


I will do no more, Job xxxiv. 31, 32. This will indeed 5 
be a proof of our ſincerity. It is only in ſo far as con- 
victions and repentance operate in this manner that they : 


are * and efficacious. 


WE 


